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FIGs. 1, 3, 4, 6 AND 7. Of more concern was the possibility that proteinpolysaccharides were present in unstained sites such as young bone matrix.
A
Since some proteinpolysaccharides are known to be soluble in aqueous solutions, it is possible that polyanions were lost from young bone matrix during demineralization.
To evaluate this, bones were fixed in formahin-CPC (17) and ground sections from these bones were prepared by grinding in 1% CPC rather than in tap water.
These sections were then stained in Alcian
Blue dissolved in 3% acetic acid. (Fig. 6, A and B 6 and Table  I ). at about the time that mineralization is initiated at the mineralizing front. Since the mechanism of this loss of proteinpolysaccharides is most likely enzymatic, we sought to determine the types of enzyme capable of hydrolyzing proteinpolysaccharides in osteoid. As shown in Table  III 
